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Female, Chinese

DOB: 17 NOV., 1986

Applying for Graduate Program Fall, 2011


Personal Statement

Prelude

“The failures and reverses which await men - and one after another sadden the brow of youth - add a dignity to the prospect of human life, which no Arcadian success would do.” 

                                                          -- Henry David Thoreau
Success that I embrace today reminds me of what I have experienced before several years. In summer 2005, limited to Chinese education rules, I escaped the chance to learn the most cutting-edge knowledge in Mass Communication at my ideal university, was a cruel blow to me. I felt bad, depressed, desperate and even lost hope for the future. At that moment, a young man, a candidate for doctorate was leaving for America, at airport this critical friend and amiable elder brother told me:” You are the master of your destiny. You have the absolute right to live with future success or to be lost forever.” With those words, he walked away without a backward glance. From returning home, I locked myself in my room 

Chapter I
“Our destiny offers not the cup of despair, but the chalice of opportunity. So let us seize it, not in fear, but in gladness.”                                        

-- R.M. Nixon

In fall, 2005, I, a freshman with great confidence and fine prospect, stepped into Beijing City University. A great chance had occurred and I was selected to join the experiment class of innovative talents in English Journalism. Studying the courses in myself specialty, I have paid close attention to laying a solid academic foundation, particularly fascinated by Mass Communication, Theories of Journalism, Theories of Broadcasting and Television Journalism, and History of Western Journalism, allowing me to gain a deep understanding of the principles of communication. In taking examinations, I seldom confine myself to what is laid down in the textbooks but instead try to present my own understandings, observations and reflections. Thus, I was awarded from BCU first-class, second-class and third-class scholarship for seven successive times during my four-year university life, which paved a way to work in CCTV and Ogilvy & Mather in latter time. As the chairman of Foreign Language Department Student Union, I created and edited the bilingual magazine Freelancer to publicize Olympic knowledge and held Volunteer Mobilization Meeting to call for support to 2008 Olympic Games.

Considering my solid foundation in English acquisition, it is comparatively easy for me to complete college courses. I could have enjoyed a lot of leisure time at university; however, like mime blossoming even more flourishingly when exposed to heavy snow, I found something challenging to enhance my academic and practical ability…

Chapter II
“A true scholar must be well-read and well-traveled.”—Chinese Saying                  

A successful student and scholar must possess two essential equalities-ample book knowledge and practical experience. I believe this principle holds especially true for practitioners of mass communication because it is more of an applied academic discipline.

Occasionally, I was introduced to CCTV2(China’s major TV producer)-Economic News as trainee journalist by a famous journalism professor due to my excellent performance in running ‘FreeLancer’, It provided me an opportunity to pick up and edit news, expose me to the practice of standard western mass media, meanwhile, the economic news I published offered me a place to systematically train using a variety of machines, and now I am proficient in film editor, caption machine and other broadcasting equipments.
“Does not recognize true colors, the only body in this margin in the mountains.” Later, I worked at Ogilvy & Mather Public Relations which is affiliated with WPP one of the global top 3 media company, Ogilvy is the highest temple of the media which is also my dream since college，where I concentrated on public service and government relations. Based on what I experienced at CCTV2. I got more skilled in communication, from conducting researches on media monitoring independently to engage in project planning, my capacity soared as well as my confidence. I joined PA team. At Ogilvy & Mather, the system of professional public relations made me appreciate the process of public relations services. Coverage reports, news clipping and morning monitoring was a platform to communicate with colleagues, in particular, the weekly regular brain storming meetings and FM Global media conferences benefited me a lot. 
At July, 2010, I was appointed to deal with the clients’ complaints in terms of good performance in team. When Abbott “recall scandal” happened, I detected the negative reports timely and promptness feedback to customers in order to give them crisis management support. I was charged for dealing with crisis, often guide my team to write media monitoring report on Abbott tapping into Chinese market, including analysis on government policy, market condition, and quality detection as well dairy industry in China. Then, I contributed to the propaganda campaigns of Emirates Airlines, China Mobile, FM Global, Intel, Pfizer, Camel Active and other well-known international corporations. Thus I had a good command of knowledge of aviation, medicine, insurance, etc. i.e., I became the oral health expert from not knowing much about oral cavity in the service for Colgate. With great responsibility and creative mind, I was appointed one of the four members to plan Colgate launching ceremony in China. In order to arrange media conference to carry out extensive coverage to improve a new breed of consumers awareness and interest for reaching our goal of promotion, in brain storming, two suggestions of mine were adopted--offering free oral examination to present journalists and collecting vox-pops on street by interviewing different people about their oral health. During internship, I built good network among colleagues and was encouraged by director of Public Affairs Department to pursue further study on communication and public relations.
Chapter III
“If a nation can be compared to a large vessel at sea, then the journalists are its watch-keepers who timely report the treacherous shoals and hidden dangers to ensure the safe journey of the vessel.”

Joseph Pulitzer
Regarding the role of journalist, I have my own understanding. She or he should be sensitive to social life, demonstrate independent and critical insights, and must have deep concerns for the destiny of her or his nation and the welfare of its people.

In August 2008, I engaged in China Summer program by American Public Service Fund. Together with American volunteers, I came to Hunan Province where we gave study, life and psychological instruction to local students, especially female students in rural areas. In remote and isolated rural world of China, parents usually favor the male over the female who is less likely to access to education which is as painful as defect of my society. During the short 20 days in Hunan, I tried my best to help female students to learn more knowledge and propaganda the thought of sex equality, but only with several hands and mouths it is hard to uproot this feudal idea for thousands of years.

Deeply troubled in that situation, later I participated in PEER to provide teaching support in Shanxi, contributing little power to rural education.

Chapter IV
“The important thing in life is to have a great aim, and the determination to attain it.” 

                                                 --Johan Wolfgang von Goethe

Based on my independent thinking, research interest, sound academic performance and practical media experience in Ogilvy & Mather and CCTV, I would like to pursue Master’s Degree in Communication. I wish to obtain comprehensive and advanced education in this field and seek opportunities to participate in workshops, seminars and projects. If possible, I will continue my study toward a Ph.D. degree. I believe that academically and experientially I am qualified for your well-respected program. Interests, dreams and persistence also make the way of my study to become solid and bright. Your favorable consideration will be much appreciated!

